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Principal’s Update: 

I would like to once again thank our school community for your support, understanding and patience 
during this challenging COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
Phase 1 of Return to School has gone extremely well with almost all students attending for their 
nominated day in the week and HSC students attending full time. It has been great to catch up with 
these students in person and it has been wonderful to see them enjoying the company of their friends 
again in the playground and as they engage in face-to-face learning again.  
 
As the Premier of NSW announced earlier this week, all students return to school full time for face-to-
face learning as of Monday 25 May 2020. Please make sure you are familiar with the important 
information inside this Whispers from NSW Department of Education, particularly around attendance, 
reporting and assessment, school activities and hygiene practices. We look forward to having our 
whole school back on deck again. 
 
We are currently coordinating a new assessment schedule for year 7-10 students to make sure that 
the number of tasks going out is productive yet manageable for students. There will be a modified half-
yearly report for years 7-10 and years 11 and 12 will remain in the usual format.  
 
We are also in the process of re-scheduling our report distribution dates and will advise of these once 
they are finalised. 
 
Please feel free to contact us at school on 80881055 should you wish to discuss any matters in relation 
to your child’s return to school next week. 
 
Grant Shepherd 
Principal 
 

 
 



Return to full-time face-to-face learning – Advice for families  
School will be open from next Monday May 25 for all students following advice from the NSW 
Department of Education. All students are expected to attend every day for normal face to face 
lessons as per students’ standard timetables. The current delivery of online learning activities will not 
be continuing. 

Standard roll marking and attendance procedures will commence from Monday. Parents/carers are 
asked to keep their children at home if they are feeling unwell with cold or flu symptoms with any 
absences explained by parents/carers as per normal procedures. 

More information for families on the return of students from Monday May 25 can be found on the next 
page.  

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the school on (08) 8088 1055. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 



 



Willyama High School Virtual Library 
Willyama students now have Library access through the recently developed Library webpage.  

The online Library was developed to further support students learning and to help students access the 
resources available in our Library.  

The Willyama Virtual Library can be accessed via https://sites.google.com/view/willyama-
virtuallibrary/home.  

It contains lots of content to assist students and parents with researching and learning, as well as 
reading and other recreational activities.  

Over the coming weeks more content will be added. If you have any suggestions for improvement, 
please email the Teacher Librarian (tracy.henderson1@det.nsw.edu.au) with your ideas. 
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Reconciliation Week 2020 
 

Throughout the year, there are a number of dedicated days and weeks that are significant for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and reconciliation. 
 
These days are a great anchor point for teaching students about Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
histories, cultures and contributions, as well as contemporary issues.  
 
In this way, these days of national significance provide an opportunity to engage students and staff 
with the NSW Premier’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Histories and Cultures Cross-
Curriculum Priority 
 
In Term 2 2020 Willyama High School will be learning about the following dates: 
 

• National Sorry Day – 26 May 
 

• National Reconciliation Week – 27 May to 3 June 
 

• 1967 Referendum – 27 May 
 

• Mabo Day – 3 June 
 

 

What is National Reconciliation Week? 
 
National Reconciliation Week (NRW) is a time for all Australians to learn about our shared histories, 
cultures, and achievements, and to explore how each of us can contribute to achieving reconciliation in 
Australia. 
 
The dates for NRW remain the same each year 27 May to 3 June. These dates commemorate two 
significant milestones in the reconciliation journey— the successful 1967 referendum, and the High 
Court Mabo decision respectively. 
 
Reconciliation must live in the hearts, minds and actions of all Australians as we move forward, 
creating a nation strengthened by respectful relationships between the wider Australian community, 
and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. 

http://narragunnawali.org.au/rap/actions/17/embed-cross-curriculum-priority-school-specific
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https://www.reconciliation.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/150520-Sorry-Day.pdf
http://www.reconciliation.org.au/nrw
https://www.reconciliation.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/referendum_factsheet_2017.pdf
http://www.reconciliation.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/NRW2014_3-June-Mabo_FactS.pdf


Cooking in Isolation 

Willyama’s Food Technology students have continued with their cooking while in home isolation, take a 
look at some of the creations made by Latesha Etrich, Dylan Wolstenholme, Kiarah Cain & Sydnie 
Lindsay.  

Shannon Bush  
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Stymie Focus – Saying No 
 

We all have the right to express what we need as much as we have a duty to listen to the needs of 
others. No and stop are complete sentences that do not require explanations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


